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of the world." In this work Hillel calls his soul a guest upon earth, toward which he must
fulfill the duties of charity.

In Avot, Hillel stated "If T am not for myself, who is for me? and when I am only for
myself, what am I? and if not now, when?" The second part of this sentence expresses the
same idea as another of Hillel's teachings (Avot 2:4): "Do not separate yourself from the
congregation." The third part contains the admonition to postpone no duty, the same
admonition which he gave with reference to study (Avot 2:4): "Say not, "'When I have
time I shall study'; for you may perhaps never have any leisure."

The precept that one should not separate oneself from the community, Hillel paraphrases,
with reference to Eccl. iii. 4, in the following saying (Tosef., Ber. ii.): "Appear neither
naked nor clothed, neither sitting nor standing, neither laughing nor weeping." Man
should not appear different from others in his outward deportment; he should always
regard himself as a part of the whole, thereby showing that love of man which Hillel

taught. The feeling of love for one's neighbor shows itself also in his exhortation (Avot ii.
4).

In the following maxim is expressed also his consciousness of his own insufficiency:
"Trust not thyself till the day of thy death." How far his love of man went may be seen
from an example which shows that benevolence must act with regard to the needs of him
who is to be helped. Thus a man of good family who had become poor Hillel provided
with a riding horse, in order that he might not be deprived of his customary physical

exercise, and with a slave, in order that he might be served (Tosef, Peah, iv. 10; Ket.
67b).

Love of peace

The exhortation to love peace emanated from Hillel's most characteristic traits — from
that meekness and mildness which had become proverbial, as is seen from the saying:

"Let a-man be-always humble-and patient like Hillel,-and not passionate like Shammai"

(Shab. 31a; Ab. R. N. xv.). Hillel's gentleness and patience are illustrated in an anecdote
which relates how two men made a wager on the question whether Hillel could be made
angry. Though they questioned him and made insulting allusions to his Babylonian
origin, they were unsuccessful in their attempt (ib.).

The study of Torah

The many anecdotes according to which Hillel made proselytes, correspond to the third
part of his maxim: "Bring men to the Law." A later source (Ab. R. N.) gives the
following explanation of the sentence: Hillel stood in the gate of Jerusalem one day and
saw the people on their way to work. "How much," he asked, " WiH you earn to-day?" One

" ", L B (1 1] T (331 1
said: "A ; the second: "Two denarii.” "What will you do with the money?" he
emrrirad HIE A i1 warnida 4 +1. 43 = [Hiks ot MR . HYY
uuiuufeu We will p;uvipC for the necessities of life." Then said he to them: Would s yO

i



not rather come and make the Torah your possession, that you may possess both this and
the future world?"

This narrative has the same points as the epigrammatic group of Hillel's sayings (Avot.
2:7) commencing: "The more flesh, the more worms," and closing with the words:
"Whoever has acquired the words of the Law has acquired the life of the world to come."
In an saying Hillel sounds a warning against neglect of study or its abuse for
selfish purposes: "Whoever would make a name (i.e. glory) loses the name; he who
increases not [his knowledge] decreases; whoever learns not [in Ab. R. N. xii.: "who does

not serve the wise and learn"] is worthy of death; whoever makes use of the crown
perishes" (Avot. 1:13).

Hillel's influence: "House of Hillel" vs. ""House of
Shammai"

Hillel's disciples are generally called the "House of Hillel", in contrast to 's
disciples, the " ". Their controversies concern all branches of the
Jewish law. Only a few decisions have been handed down under Hillel's name; but there
can be no doubt that much of the oldest anonymous traditional literature was due directly
to him or to the teachings of his masters. The fixation of the norms of the Midrash and of
halakhic Scripture exposition was first made by Hillel, in the "seven rules of Hillel,"
which, as is told in one source, he applied on the day on which he overcame the Benei
Betheira (Tosef.,, Sanh. vii., toward the end; Sifra, Introduction, end; Ab. R. N. xxxvii.).
On these seven rules rest the thirteen of R. Ishmael; they were epoch-making for the
systematic development of the ancient Scripture exposition.

Sandwich

——————Hillel the Elder is often credited as having been the inventor of the " -~ "in the Ist

__century B.C.E. well over a thousand years before

This is based on a part of the , in the section of Korech, where the

, the ancient liturgy, instructs participants to take the and wrap it around
the bitter herbs and eat them together. In the tradition the usual practice is to
do this by making a motsa and lettuce/horseradish sandwich.

However, it is more likely that in Hillel's day was not hard and crisp but soft like
that of many Jews today. Thus, Hillel would have been eating something more
like a lamb, lettuce and "wrap" than a traditional English closed sandwich. The
true inventor of the sandwich would have been an anonymous Ashkenazi Jew trying to
imitate Hillel's practice using a crisp unbending

Preceded by: Succeeded by:
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