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may be inftrred frorn the decision by which he conflrmed the legitimacy' of some

Aiexandrians whcse origin rn'as disputed, by interpreting the marriage document
( ) of their mother in her favor (Tosef., Ket. ir, 9; B. h{. 104a). Of ather ofhcial
ac.is no mention is found in ihe sources.

FEiEiet and Sharnrnai

ln the memory of posterity Hillel iived, on the one han<i. as the schciar who made the

v;hols ccntsnts of the traditional iaw his ow'n, who, in opirosition to his

^^lloonrrawvr rwo5u vl , generaliy aeivccated milCer interpreiaticns of {Jer.visir iai.v

an<i tradition) and rvliose disciplss s'rocd in like opposition to Shammai's disciples. It -.vas

in tliis time that the rabbinicai tradition w-as estabiisheci. -",rith Fiitlei as its 'iounder'. \{anY
great rabbis today c.an boast descent flom the "School of Hillel".

He tvas i<no.,*n as the saint a-'td the sage .*-ha in his private iiie and in his deaiings r"'ith

peopie practised the high viitues of,moraiitl" and resignaiion; just as he iaught theni in his

*uii*i rviiir r:nexceiied brevity and earnesiness. The traditions ecne.erning Hiiiei's iife
harmonize eompieteiy with the sayin-qs wlricir are handed down in his naine, and bear in

themselves the proof of their genuinerress. i.Io rvonder ihat the is

iicher in tradiiions concernins liillei 'rhan ihe . since the Eabvlcnians
.i{ere espsciali;y caref.rl to preser-;e tiie recoiiection of their gre?,t countryfiian; and in the

Babi.'ionian sc-hcois of the thlrd century';,'as prcudi:,'-qucted the saying clt'ile Judean sage

, in r.r,,h!g!'l he piaced tire act"i..'ity of Hiiiei cn a ie..'ei witn tlrat ot- :

'+:h+ aisc rvent up f?om Eabyi+n tc ierusaien.

rFE^^ r-^Ii^- -Er--E^! Elts: rJt-ttrJs!! Et:r_E!s

The saying of Hiiiei which introduc.es the coiiec.lion cf his maxlms in ihe iv.iishnaic

treaiise meniions iitkolvn ithe ) as tire great mode! to'ue
imitared ifi'rrisirrve of peaee; i* iris lu-ve r-rfrmari; aird iiriris ier'dirig nrankiird it-r a

ln ncntioning rhcse characteristics. 'which ihe Hagg,adali theii alreadv ascribcd tc I

brother, Hill; mentions his o.wn most prominent virtues. Love ot'man '+.ras considered bv
Hiiiei as the kernei cf the cntire ie--,vish ieaciiins. '#iien a geiiiiie -.,vhc wished t+ be*'*ma a

ie.:r a"sl{ed nim for * siiffiinary +f tir-e ir: the rni:st ccncise ter:i1s, Hiiiei
said: "Wirai is hateiit! to i.,+r:, d+ nor d+ io y,'+ur ieiict.t: man: tsis is- the ernoie i a'*", the

rest i$ tire +r,pia*.aii+e" iShab. :ia;. il.rith i!se5,s rvt-rrt!s iiiilci reer-'gaiz*d as thc

f,:ii,jatue'r-€ai priacigie oirire iewish arorai iasr tne Eibiicai p-.ecell oibrc'tireriy iove-

Fr-ii:ii ii:s- iii;c'i;:iiie i;ii;raiitr-; iikr:ie;r;i ii.; f,+d. l-iiiiei ii+,iiiueti l1:aii'*q dui3: ti; i-:a:-e {i-ii iils i,;-uvri

b+*y. Aectiidii:= ic' r-iiidrasi: Leviiir-iis ra*l:*ir'r-ie said "As i* r, ti;eat*; e:r'i e.ir+irs ii;*
;-:,='i,,:=.. +ii!:-* i.::==:,=i:ii h+ i+1=.i ii=+- +=.' i:i:ii i+ ..ri:-::?i ii:=;: i:,':-.-'+ ii+-:-r =c::i'iiti*+. :r: ii:+

bathing of the 'ncdy' is a d',;iy of man, -'*'iis ia'as creai+d in tii+ iiriage +f iii€ aimigirty* 'Eiing

\
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V of the world." In this work Hillel calls his soul a guest upon earth, toward which he must

fulfillthe duties of charity.

In Avot, Hillel stated "If I am not for myself, who is for me? and when I am only for
myself, what am I? and if not now, when?" The second part of this sentence expresses the

same idea as another of Hillel's teachings (Avot 2.4). "Do not separate yourself from the

congregation." The third part contains the admonition to postpone no duty, the same

admonition which he gave with reference to study (Avot24)'. "Say not, 'When I have

time I shall study'; for you may perhaps never have any leisure."

The precept that one should not separate oneself from the community, Hillel paraphrases,

with reference to Eccl. iii. 4, in the following saying (Tosef., Ber. ii.): "Appear neither
naked nor clothed, neither sitting nor standing, neither laughing nor weeping." Man
should not appear different from others in his outward deportment; he should always

regard himself as a part of the whole, thereby showing that love of man which Hillel
taught. The feeling of love for one's neighbor shows itself also in his exhortation (Avot ii,
4).

In the following maxim is expressed also his consciousness of his own insufftciency:

"Trust not thyself till the day of thy death." How far his love of man went may be seen

from an example which shows that benevolence must act with regard to the needs of him
who is to be helped. Thus a man of good family who had become poor Hillel provided
with a riding horse, in order that he might not be deprived of his customary physical
exercise, and with a slave, in order that he might be served (Tosef., Peah, iv. 10; Ket.
67b).

Love of peace

The exhortation to love peace emanated from Hillel's most characteristic traits - from
that meekness and mildness which had become proverbial, as is seen from the saying:

- 

e Hillel, and net passienate like Shammai"
(Shab. 31a; Ab. R. N. xv.). Hillel's gentleness and patience are illustrated in an anecdote

which relates how two men made a wager on the question whether Hillel could be maCe

angry. Though they questioned him and made insulting allusions to his Babylonian
origin, they were unsuccessful in their attempt (ib.).

The study of Torah

The many anecdotes according to which Hillel made proselytes, correspond to the third
part of his maxim: "Bring men to the Law." A later source (Ab. R. N.) gives the

following explanation of the sentence: Hillel stood in the gate of Jerusalem one day and

saw the people on their rvay to work. "How much," he asked, "will you earn to-day?" One

said: "A "; the secoiid: "Twc denaril." "What rvill i'cu dc r'".4th +,he m**e,v?" he

iriq'.iired. "rJ'ie -wiliprovidefbrihe necessiiiesof life." Thensaidlieiothem: "lYouldy-ou

7/



not rather come and make the Torah your possession, that you may possess both this and
the future world?"

This narrative has the same points as the epigrammatic group of Hillel's sayings (Avot.
2'.7) commencing: "The more flesh, the more worrns"" and closing.aiith the words.
"Whoever has acquired the words of the Law has acquired the life of the world to come."

\

saying Hillel sounds a warning against neglect of study or its abuse for
selfrsh purposes: "Whoever would make a name (i.e. glory) loses the name; he who
increases not [his knowledge] decreases; whoever learns not [in Ab. R. N. xii.: "who does
not serve the wise and learn"] is worthy of death; whoever makes use of ihe crown
perishes" (Avot. I : 13).

Hillel's influence: tf House of Hillel" vs. f f House of
Shammai"

Hillel's disciples are generally called the "House of Hillel", in contrast to 's
disciples, the " ". Their controversies concern all branches ofthe
Jewish law. Only a few decisions have been handed dorvn under Hillel's name; but there
can be no doubt that much of the oldest anonymous traditional literature was due directly
to him or to the teachings of his masters. The fixation of the norms of the Midrash and of
halakhic Scripture exposition was first made by Hillel, in the "seven rules of Hillel,"
whicll as is told in one source, he applied on the day on which he overcame the Benei
Betheira (Tosef., Sanh. vii., toward the end, Sifra, Introduction, end; Ab. R. N. xxxvii.)
On these seven rules rest the thirteen ofR. Ishmael; they were epoch-making for the
systematic development of the ancient Scripture exposition.

Sandwich

---*fiillel the;Elder is sften crediled as having leen the invenlor ofthe '! 1! inthe 1st
_ centuryF C F well over a thor:sandgearslefore_

This is based on a part of the , in the section of Korech, w,here the
, the ancient liturgy, instructs participants to take the and urap it around

the bitter herbs and eat them together. In the tradition the usual practice is to
do this by making a motsa and lettucelhorseradish sandwich.

However, it is more likely that in Hillel's day was not hard and crisp but soft like
that of many Jews today. Thus, Hillel would have been eating something more
like a lamb, lettuce and "wrap" than a traditional English closed sandwich. The
true inventor of the sandwich would have been an anonymous Ashkenazi Jew trying to
imitate Hillel's practice using a crisp unbending

Succeeded bv:
ZtlE{E - 2+ CE

In an

Preceded br':
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