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Shammai
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

shammai 6A_]BSE-30.CD was a Jewish scholar of the lst century, and an importantfigure in Judaism's core **t orruuuini. iitlrui*.,;i; \A$"ah
shammai was the most eminent contemporary and the halachic opponent of Hillel, and isalmost invariably mentioned along with him.

Shammai's school of thought became known as the House of shammai (Hebrg\i/: BeitShammai), and Hillel's was known ur tt 
" Ug Beit Hillel). After Menahemthe Essene had resigned the office orau g"ilD;G;i..)president) 

of the Sanhedrin,Shammai was elected to.it, Hillel being. ut trr" ti.* preqidg4. After Hillel died, around in20 cE, Shammai too.k hi; place as p..Jid.nt u"t no?ffi"sident from the minority waselected so that the school of shammai 
"td*.a.o,'pt"t.'urcendancy, during whichShammai passed "18 ordinances" in conformity *idr rri. iJ.ur. The Talmud states thatwhen he passed one of the ordinances, contrary to the opinion of Hillel, the day ,,was 

asgrievous to Israel as the day when the [goldenj .ur*ur-*uo e,, (shgbbg!,r 7a). The exactcontent of the ordinances is not known,lut th.y ,".*io.t uu" u""r, designed tostrengthen Jewish identity by insisting on strinlent r.puruiion between r".*, *o gentiles,an approach that was regarded as divisive and -ir*frt"pi" by shammuit oppo".ntr.

Hillel's grandson Gamaliei succeeded the. position of president after Shammai in the year30' but the Sanhedrin would remain dominated uv trr"-rrorrse of shammai until around 70(see council of Jamnia). A "voice from heaven" i, .uia to t uve nullified trr. regai# Jr*the rulings of the house of Shammai (yeruhgra nnrow,oi, t:7), which is whyRabbinical Judaism follows Hillel.

The tomb of Shamai in the Meron river in Israel
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Shammai was likely a Palestinian Jew, and took an active part in the political andreligious complications of his native land. Of an irascible temperament, he seemed tolack some of the tireless patience which is said to have distinguished Hillel. once, when agentile came to him and asked to be converted to Judaism upon conditions which
Shammai held to be impossible, he aro"i trr. uppri.*t u*ay; whereas Hillel succeeded inconverting Inm (Shabbat, 3 | a).

Nevertheless shammai was in no way a misanthrope. He himself appears to have realizedthe disadvantages of his temper; hence he recommended a friendly.attitude toward all.His motto was: "Make the study of the Torah your chief occupation; speak little, butaccomplish much; and receive every man with a friendly countenanc a,, @w!h.,i. l5). He
was modest even toward his pupils.

In his religious views Shammai was known to be strict. He wished to make his son, whilestill a child, conform 
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ft.law regarding fasting on yom Kippur (the Day of
Atonement); he was dissuaded from his purpos" o.rty trrough the insistenle of his friends(YPma'77b). Once,-*h:t his daughter-in-law gu.'. birth to a boy on Sukkot (the Feast ofTabernacles) he broke through the roof of the chamber in whicrr,sh" r")r i" ";r to make
a sukkah of it' so that his new-born grandchild might fulfil the religious obligation of thefestival ( ufuknh,28a).

In the Midrash sifre, Deuteronomv, $ 203 it is said that Shammai commented
exegetically upon three passages of Scripture. These three examples of his exegesis are:(l) the interpretatiol of D_euteronomy, x1.20 (Tosefeft4 Eruvin, iii. T);(2) that of IISam' xii' g (Kiddughu,-!1u)t and (3) either the interpretatio n of Leviticus, xi. 34,which isgiven anonymously in Sifra on the passage, but which is the basis ro, $--ai,s halakah
transmitted in 'orlah ii. 5, or else the interpretati on of Exodus, xx. g (,,Remember the
sabbath"), which is given in the Mekilta, yitro, 7 (ed. weiss, p. 76b) in the name ofEleazar ben Hananiah, but which must have originated with Siammai, with whosecustom ofpreparing for the Sabbath it accords.

shammai founded a school of his own, known as the House of shammai, which differedfundamentally from that of Hillel; and many orsnam ayings are probably
embodied in those handed down in the name of his school.
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