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[13] He used to say: He who seeks renown loses his reputation; he who does

not increase [his Torah learning] decreases it: he who refuses to teach
[Torah] deserves death; and he who exploits the crown of Torah shall fade
away,

(14] He used to say: If I am not for myself, who will be forme? And if I am for
yself, what am I? And if not now, when?
& (15] Fhammai says: Make your Torah study a fixed practice; say little and do
=—"much; and receive everyone with a cheerful face.
[16] Rabban Gamliel used to say: Accept a teacher upon yourself and remove

yourself from uncertaint 7 and do not. give excess tithes by estimating
[instead of measuring], P

[17] Shimon his son says: All my days I have been raised among the Sages and
I found nothing better for oneself than silence; not study, but practice is
the main thing; and one who talks excessively brings on sin.

(18] Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: The world endures on three things —

Justice, truth, and peace, as it is said: ‘Truth and the verdict of peace are
Yyou to adjudicate in your gates.1

R R @

Rabbi Chanania ben Akashia says: The Holy One, Blessed is He, wished
to confer merit upon Israel; therefore He gave them Torah and mitzvos in
abundance, as it is said.: "HASHEM desired, for the sake of its [Israel’s)
righteousness, that the Torah be made great and glorious, "2

In the presence of a minyan, mourners recite NIIT V1P, the Rabbis’ Kaddish (p. 52).

Then the congregation continues with M2 Aleinu (p. 526).

e S
() Zechariah 8:16. (2) Isaiah 60:21.

T YW — And do much. The righteous  rewarded, One must study with the intention of
promise little but do much; the wicked make putting his knowledge into practice. Judaism is
grandiose promises but do little, not a theology; it is a system of laws. The

16, 21335 npy — Accept a teacher upon yourself. Torah’s primary purpose is to regulate conduct,

The same advice occurs in Mishnah 6. There the
reference is to a teacher of Torah study, here to a
teacher in practical matters of halachah, Torah
Law. Alternatively this dictum is addressed to
one who is himself an authority; even he needs
another authority to consult in matters of
practical halachic decisions,

18. W oYW — The world endures, This is dif-
ferent from the maxim in mishnah 2. There, the
Sages speak of the initial act of Creation, and the
three things for which the world was created;
here the reference is to the spiritual forces by
which' the social order is held together and
civilization sustained.

PR T2 _u_wc.nﬂ ~ And remove y ourself from XCWRY 13 X0 "3 — R’ Chanania ben Akashia,
pncertainty, Le., in mattery Pertaining o Torzh This excerpt is from the last mishnah in tractate
FEUZoSoﬁw? .m<9m such z::mm. which may Malkkos. The Talmud teaches that the Rabbis’
possibly be forbidden (Machzor Vitry). Kaddish (p. 52) is recited only after the public
NYMK — Estimating [instead of measuring].  study of Aggadah. For this reason a standard
Tithes from the harvest must be exactly one- portion of the Talmud was chosen for recitation
tenth; the allocation is to be precise, not made by  after every public study session. Although Avos
guess work. Meiri perceives this in the broader s Aggadic material, the universal custom of
sense as a caution against rendering halachic reciting this passage is maintained. The message
decisions by conjecture; one must meticulously  of this excerpt is the reason it was chosen; Torah
examine the law until it is entirely clear to him, or study and mitzvah performance are a Divinely-
let him consult others. conferred privilege.

17. 7ynn K9% — But practice, Though Torah N1 — Gave ... in abundance. That is, by giving
study is paramount in importance beyond all  [srael the opportunity of performing so many
other pursuits, it is the performance of the commandments, God graciously provided them
Torah’s commandments for which man is * with the means of acquiring'abundant merit,
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In the presence of a minyan, mourners recite 327 V1P, the Rabbis’ Kaddish (p. 52).
Then the congregation continues with MY (p. 526).

is described as the great peacemaker who went to 14, This three-fold dictum refers to man’s
any ends to make peace between man and wife spiritual goals.
and between feuding Jews.

13. "W 13K — Loses his reputation. Selfish am. ot rouse my soul to higher things, .who will
bition to attain fame often results in one losing  rouse it? If I do not fulfil] the commandments,

his reputation entirely,

9! — Decreases it, because he eventually forgets B2 Y — And if L am for myself. ﬂ,.\a: i
what he has learned previously, The translation =~ Make mrm w.:nnmmm?: effort to grow spiritually,
follows Rashi, By refusing to share his Torah  there is still so much more for e g @o\.
knowledge with others, one demonstrates his consequently, I can never be satisfied with
selfishness and his lack of concern for Torah  myself. Some comment that although man must
learning, the paramount mitzvah. R’ Yomah Work rw& to perfect himself, he must not forget
interprets that the mishnah refers to someone  thatheis part of a.group ﬁrmmvo”r helps him and
who is totally ignorant of the Torah’s wisdom, ~ should share in his accomplishments,
Since he lacks the precious teaching that is the i
Jew's primary distinction, of Zrim\tcm is his 1> YIp — \»\mnmn‘.n‘nn:nm. .ﬂ.rm study of Torah
life? must be one’s main occupation, and a regular
time and schedule must be set aside for it. It must
91 x3n2 YRDWRT — And he who exploits the  not be relegated to a secondary, casual, position
crown of Torah shall fade away. This refers o in man’s daily life, for Torah study determines
one who abuses his Torah knowledge by using it the extent to which we will understand and fulf;]]
as a common tool for selfish gains. Rashi  our duties to God. In the ultimate sense every
explains that such a person forfeits reward for other pursuit is superfluous. Moreover, one
his Torah study in the Hereafter since he has  should set 4 goal for his studies to maintain the
already gained materially from it in the present.  discipline.
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Shammai

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Shammai (50 BCE-30 CE) was a Jewish scholar of the 1st century, and an important
figure in Judaism's core work of rabbinic literature, the Mishnah.

Shammai was the most eminent contemporary and the halachic opponent of Hillel, and is
almost invariably mentioned along with him.

Shammai's school of thought became known as the House of Shammai (Hebrew: Beit
Shammai), and Hillel's was known as the House of Hillel (Beir Hillel). After Menahem
the Essene had resigned the office of Av Beit Din (or vice-president) of the Sanhedrin,
Shammai was elected to it, Hillel being at the time president. After Hillel died, around in
20 CE, Shammai took his place as president but no vice-president from the minority was
elected so that the school of Shammai attained complete ascendancy, during which
Shammai passed "18 ordinances" in conformity with his ideas. The Talmud states that
when he passed one of the ordinances, contrary to the opinion of Hillel, the day "was as
grievous to Israel as the day when the [golden] calf was made" (Shabbat, 17a). The exact
content of the ordinances is not known, but they seem to have been designed to
strengthen Jewish identity by insisting on stringent separation between Jews and gentiles,
an approach that was regarded as divisive and misanthropic by Shammai's opponents.

Hillel's grandson Gamaliel succeeded the position of president after Shammaj in the year
30, but the Sanhedrin would remain dominated by the house of Shammaj until around 70
(see Council of Jamnia). A "voice from heaven" is said to have nullified the legality of
the rulings of the house of Shammaij (Yerushalmi Berakhot, 1:7), which is why
Rabbinical Judaism follows Hillel.

The tomb of Shamai in the Meron river in Israel
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Shammai was likely a Palestinian Jew, and took an active part in the political and
religious complications of his native land. Of an irascible temperament, he seemed to
lack some of the tireless patience which is said to have distinguished Hillel. Once, when a
gentile came to him and asked to be converted to Judaism upon conditions which
Shammai held to be impossible, he drove the applicant away; whereas Hillel succeeded in
converting him (Shabbat, 31a).

Nevertheless Shammai was in no way a misanthrope. He himself appears to have realized
the disadvantages of his temper; hence he recommended a friendly attitude toward all.
His motto was: "Make the study of the Torah your chief occupation; speak little, but
accomplish much; and receive every man with a friendly countenance" (4vorh, i. 15). He
was modest even toward his pupils.

In his religious views Shammai was known to be strict. He wished to make his son, while
still a child, conform to the law regarding fasting on Yom Kippur (the Day of
Atonement); he was dissuaded from his purpose only through the insistence of his friends
(Yoma, 77b). Once, when his daughter-in-law gave birth to a boy on Sukkot (the Feast of
Tabernacles) he broke through the roof of the chamber in which she lay in order to make
a sukkah of it, so that his new-born grandchild might fulfil the religious obligation of the
festival (Sukkah, 28a).

In the Midrash Sifre, Deuteronomy, § 203 it is said that Shammai commented
exegetically upon three passages of Scripture. These three examples of his exegesis are:
(1) the interpretation of Deuteronomy, xx. 20 (Tosefefta, Eruvin, iii. 7); (2) that of I
Sam. xii. 9 (Kiddushin, 43a); and (3) either the interpretation of Leviticus, xi. 34, which is
given anonymously in Sifra on the passage, but which is the basis for Shammai's halakah
transmitted in 'Orlah ii. 5, or else the interpretation of Exodus, xx. 8 ("Remember the
Sabbath"), which is given in the Mekilta, Yitro, 7 (ed. Weiss, p. 76b) in the name of
Eleazar ben Hananiah, but which must have originated with Shammai, with whose
custom of preparing for the Sabbath it accords.

Shammai founded a school of his own, known as the House of Shammai, which differed
fundamentally from that of Hillel; and many of Shammai's sayings are probably
embodied in those handed down in the name of his school.
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