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dust of their feet; and drink in their words thirstily.

[5) Yose ben Yochanan, leader of Jerusalem, says: Let your house be open
wide; treat the poor as members of your household; and do not converse

excessively with a woman. They said this even about one’s own wife; surely it

applies to another’s wife. Consequently, the Sages said: Anyone who converses

excessively with a woman causes evil to himself, neglects Torah study and will
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eventually inherit Gehinnom.

[6] Yehoshua ben Perachyah and Nittai of Arbel received the tradition from
them. Yehoshua ben Perachyah says: Accept a teacher upon yourself;

acquire a friend for yourself, and judge everyone favorably.

[7) Nittai of Arbel says: Distance yourself from a bad neighbor; do not
associate with a wicked person; and do not despair of retribution.

[8] Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon ben Shatach received the tradition from
them. Yehudah ben Tabbai says: [When serving as a judge] do not act as a

lawyer; when the litigants stand before you, consider them both as guilty; but

when they are dismissed from you, consider them both as innocent, provided

they have accepted the judgment.

[9] Shimon ben Shatach says: Interrogate the witnesses extensively; and be
cautious with your words, lest they learn to lie.

[10] Shemayah and Avtalyon received the tradition from them. Shemayah
says: Love work; despise lordliness; and do not become overly familiar

with the government.

[11] Avtalyon says: Scholars, be cautious with your words, for you may incur
the penalty of exile-and be banished to a place of evil waters [heresy). The
disciples who follow you there may drink and die, and consequently the Name

of Heaven will be desecrated.

[12] Hillel and Shammai received the tradition from them. Hillel says: Be
among the disciples of Aaron, loving peace and pursuing peace, loving
people, and bringing them closer to the Torah.

despair because of punishment: Even though
you have been punished, remain hopeful; you
can repent in sincerity and be forgiven.

m.ﬂu.ux._n_,uqéu!\»mnFEwmrHrmmmmmmmnmmmmm
to judges: In your role of impartial arbiter, do not
counsel litigants how to plead their case. Even if
you are convinced of an individual's
righteousness, maintain  your impartiality
(Rashi; R’ Hirsch).

owes — As guilty. Not that the judge assumes
the litigant to be literally guilty, but that he must
make every effort to establish the authenticity of
every statement made before him. Only through
rigorous probing will he ferret out the truth.

XD — As innocent, Once the verdict has been
accepted, even the guilty litigant is to be regarded
as having pleaded and sworn truthfully
according to his own interpretation of the facts.
Or, he should be viewed as having repented (R’
Yonah).

9. pwy 1mYr — Learn to lie. Speak carefully to
witnesses and litigants, lest the direction of your

interrogation give them a hint on how to
fabricate their testimony to tell you what they
think you are looking for.

._o.:du,ua:azugkDmmnmmici:xmm?rm:mo
your utmost to avoid holding ‘positions of
dominance and leadership, for they shorten a

man'’s life (Rashi); shun pompousness and rank.

mun% — The government, ie., tyrannical
authorities, who merely exploit people for their
own ends. Such associations cause one to neglect
religion; one cannot be a servant to two masters.

11, M om3n — Scholars, be cautious. The
mishnah speaks allegorically of the dangerous
results of unclear teachings that lend themselves
to misinterpretation. Do not express yourself in a
way that can be misunderstood by students other
than your own. You may be forced into exile
where unworthy students may sin, based on a
misinterpretation of your teaching. If they die as
a result of their sins, God’s Name will have been
desecrated.

12. 17K — Aaron. In Talmudic literature Aaron
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4. DP9 DY parknn MM — Sit in the dust of
their feet. Attend to their needs (Rav). In
Kmmrsmmn times, the teacher sat on a bench and
his pupils sat on the ground. Thus, Yose ben
Yoezer exhorts us to become loyal disciples of:the
sages.

5 uuﬁw — Wide. Make your home a center of
hospitality. Some render MY in the sense of

relief, meaning that anyone who needs help of
any sort can be sure of getting it from you.

W N 5% — And do not converse
excessively. The Mishnah warns us against idle
chatter and too much of it. A man who truly
respects his wife will value her views and counsel
and not overburden their conversation with
frivolous chatter. Moreover, this sort of
bantering with other women can loosen the
bounds of morality and lead to sin (R’ Hirsch).

BIM) — Gehinnom. The place where the souls of
the wicked are punished.

6. 37 9% Wy — Accept a teacher upon yourself,
i.e, a competent mentor who can correctly
transmit the tradition, and thereby avoid error.
Be willing to submit to his direction, for without
a mentor to respect, a person is directionless.
7307 — A friend, with whom to jointly engage in
Torah study. ‘Either companionship or death’,
said the Talmudic sage, Choni [Taanis 23a).
Rashi suggests that our Mishnah means that one
should acquire books — they are the best
companions and are essential for acquiring
Torah knowledge.

7. NIYI9T 1 WK 9K — And do not despair of
retribution. The doctrine of Divine Retribution
— that God eventually punishes the wicked — is
one of the foundations of the Faith. Even though
it seems slow in coming, one must remain
confident that there will be a time of judgment;
otherwise a good person may come to feel that
evil and dishonesty will always be ascendant.
This passage can also be interpreted: Do rot
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