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Sixaeeqle? bese Sfuetacfu

sinieclxl bem siretaefu or shimon hen siletaefu ie . t20-40 BuE) was a lga{.ge€ se}rorarand l'iasi cf the sallhecrii.: during tl-re reigns of alexanderla*neris and his ,urrorr*r,
Queen Aiexancra salome, who, according ttr* 

.H*uc- *^ his sister (.ticgerrli 4ga). F{ewas therefore eiosely connected with the fourt- enjoying. at least initiall3, the iavclr ofAlexancier"

Lisader Alexasrder Jasen aeus

iluring the reign of aiexander the Sanhednn e *nsisted airnost entiretry of Sarlii*ce *s;nevertheless he succscded in austing the sadriucean members anel in replacing thena withFharisees i} grl.ai&e*t x ) Having aceomplished this, simeon recailed from
Alexanelria. Eg]'Eithe Pharisees who had been compelled to seek refuge there riuring the

i?|!:,i'f{,,1.'i5y*:--''amongtheseflrgitivesbeing@,thefon:rerrasi lsoiair 4la, ed" Amsterdam; cf. alsc Yer. Sanherlrin 23c and.if;g$g"h 41d). Joshuawas elecieci president anew, and simeon assumed the office 
"ru**6GJ!*t {;ab betiiin"; see weiss, "Do1," ;. 135" nore ii" upon the death of Joshua, Simeon becanlepresident and l{{'in !ta-i,abbai vice-president" T'he attitude of Atrexander Jannre&s{oward tfue Pharisees, however, soo* ySdTwelt a change; and they x,ere againcompelled to fleeu evexr Simeon himeelf beimg otrtiged toio into hiding (Ber. 4ga; adifferent reason fcr simeon's flight is. however, given in yer. Naz. 54b)" About this timeceriain Parthian envoys eame to Arexander'r roui and were invited to the king,s table,where they noticed the absenee of simeon, by whose wisdcrn they had profiteci atprevious visits" upon the king's assuranc€ that he would do the fugitive no harm, thequeen eaused her brother to return to the eourt. Upon his reappearance simeon took hisplace befween the rcyal couple with a show of seif-consciousness which surprised theking; whereupon Simeon remarked, "The wisdom which I serve grants me equal rankwith kings" (Yer. Naz. 54b; Ber. 4gaj.

Aetivity {Jnder Alexandrm

After his return simeon enjoyed the king's flavor. and when, upon the iatter,s death.
Queen Aiexandra succeeded to the rutersnip" simeon 

";J;i, party,the pharisees.
obtained great influenee. Togerirer with his cclieague, Judah ben Tabbai, simeon beganlc supersede the sadducean teachings and rc .eestablish the authcrity of the Fharisaie
interpretation cf the'iorah. F{e is therefcre ealled "the restorer cf'r}re La-vv,,, ra.irc ,,has

given baek io the ercram oi leaming its fcrarer brightness" {$id. 66ai" Simeon disearded
the i;enai c*iq',virieh the Sadducees haci ir-rtrcduced as a supplement to the Biblicai eode
{e{eg' Ta'ail. i-;.); and aimost all the teaciiings anri principles introduced b5, iiim are aimedagainst the Sad<lucean interpretation of iiie i-arv. Of Simeon's enafrments two rverc *t.espeeial impcriance' one e*nsisted in the restrietian cidivorces, whieh were then *ift"equeni otcuryenc€ 

firmecn arr*:rged efoat t&e !ausband niigkt use the presenib*eimarniage g{ft {"!rulq&ahun} iar lris blrsi$esr bct rhat his entire f*4une rhl--ii<] be i-:ei,-:

I



ieable for it (Yer" i!,te1g;-rrLl vtii"':'2*)" inasmueh as a husilansi of srarail i:neans e*uid ill
afford tc rvithdraw a sum *f'money fr*nt his business, Sime*n's ralling tended i* ehe*k
'hasty 

divce'ees" The *ther inlp*fiant eet refee"sed to the instruclicn cf the y-oung.

F'oarsaded ffopu[ax" S*Raeo]s

Lip to Simeon's tirne there -were no sehocis in "iudea, and the instmetion cf ehiidren rn,as"

according to tsibiieai preeepts, iel1to threir fathers" Sirneon ordered tirat :-esl:ir,'oi be
estabiished in the larger sities in -whieh ttrle young might reeeive instruetion in the F{cly
Seriptures as well as'rn the ira.ditionai kno-'i4edge cf the lsra, {Yer. Ket. l.e"}"

&{Bs Sssaus &eath

Simean was exceedingly striet in legal inatters" {Jpon one oeeasion he semteneed to
death eighty women in "&shkelcn who had been convicted of .$grge{:'l. The reiatives *f
these women, filled with a desire for revenge, brcught false witnesses against Simecrr's

son, whom tirey accused of a erime which involved capital punistrment; and as a resuSt of
'rilis eharge he was sentenced tc death. On tire way to the place of exeealticn the son

protested his innocence in so pathetie a rnanner that evear the witness€s were rnoved tc
adrnit the falsity of their testimony" When the judges were aXrcut to librerate the
condemned man he ealled their attention to the fast that, according to the I-aw, a witness
must not be believed when he withdraws a former statement, and he said to iris father. "If,
you desire that the welfare of Israel shall be strengtheneei by thy krand, then ccnsider me
as a beam on which you may tread vrithout regret" {Yer. Sanh. 23b). The exeeution tkien
proeeeded. This sad event was probably the reason why Simeon issued a warnimg
that witnesses should always be carefully eross-questioned (Ab. i. 9)"

FnirEress

Simecn's faimess toward gentiies is illustrated"by ctle flollowing narrative: Simeon iiveil
in lium'ole eireumstances, suppor'iing himscif and his famiiy by eanducting a small
!:usiness in linen goods. Onee his pupils presented irirn rvith a dA55€:.Erhieh tFrcy hacl
purchased from an Arab. On the neek of the animal they found a eostiy jewei, whereupon
they "loyously told their master that he might now cease toiling sinee the proceecls frorn
thre jewel woilld make him weatrthy. Simeon, however, replied that the Arab had sold
them the ass cnly, and not tire jewei; anri he returned the gem to tire Arab, who
exclaimed, "Fraiseci be the God af Sirne*n ben Shetaehl" {Yer. e1:fa l",t:.Ugb ii" Ee ; *eut
T{" iii. s}.

Ilreeeded b'y:
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