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The primary mistake was the sin of the Meraglim then everything came from that when you
investigate the chet if the Meraglim, you’ll understand the significance of the other tragedies as
well.
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Why do we fast on the 9th and not the tenth?

After chatzot we wear tefillin, we sit on chairs. Why do the laws of the fast get less strict as we
get closer to the point of the actual burning of the Temple?

After the fast, we may have barbecues and allow marriages right away. But it is right after the
Bait Hamikdosh was actually destroyed? Now we certainly should be saddened and not permit
such joy!

Next Shabbos is called Shabbos Nachamu. What form of Nachama is there the week after the
Beit Hamidkosh is destroyed and we are still in Galut? (In fact the month is called Nachama, but
where is the comfort?
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Psalms Chapter 79

1 A Psalm of Asaph. O God, the heathen are come into Thine inheritance; they have defiled Thy holy
temple; they have made Jerusalem into heaps. 2 They have given the dead bodies of Thy servants to be
food unto the fowls of the heaven, the flesh of Thy saints unto the beasts of the earth. 3 They have shed
their blood like water round about Jerusalem, with none to bury them. 4 We are become a taunt to our
neighbours, a scorn and derision to them that are round about us. 5 How long, O LORD, wilt Thou be
angry for ever? How long will Thy jealousy burn like fire? 6 Pour out Thy wrath upon the nations that
know Thee not, and upon the kingdoms that call not upon Thy name. 7 For they have devoured Jacob,
and laid waste his habitation. 8§ Remember not against us the iniquities of our forefathers; let Thy
compassions speedily come to meet us; for we are brought very low. 9 Help us, O God of our salvation,
for the sake of the glory of Thy name; and deliver us, and forgive our sins, for Thy name's sake. 10
Wherefore should the nations say: "Where is their God?' Let the avenging of Thy servants' blood that is
shed be made known among the nations in our sight. 11 Let the groaning of the prisoner come before
Thee; according to the greatness of Thy power set free those that are appointed to death; 12 And render
unto our neighbours sevenfold into their bosom their reproach, wherewith they have reproached Thee,
O Lord. 13 So we that are Thy people and the flock of Thy pasture will give Thee thanks for ever; we
will tell of Thy praise to all generations.
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Rabbi Elazar Ha-Kalir in Kinot writes:
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We could have been destroyed like in the generation of the flood
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Hakadosh Baruch Hu exposed His own throne, namely the Bait Hamikdosh to be destroyed
instead.
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21 These are the accounts of the tabernacle, even the tabernacle of the testimony, as they were
rendered according to the commandment of Moses, through the service of the Levites, by the
hand of Ithamar, the son of Aaron the priest.
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Why destroy the Beit Hamikdosh? It didn’t take part in the sinning? It is a collateral that it was
taken away so that we can “repay” our debt to Hashem.
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Why is this a charity, a good thing. What possibly could be worse? If analyze the rest of this
paragraph we thank Hashem for helping us with food in the Midbar, wars...this? this is really one
of Hashem’s greatest acts if kindness toward us.
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Hamak Yenachem Etchem Betoch Shar Availya Zsion Veyerushaliyim. We must internalize that
Hashem does things and expresses anger or tragedy to prevent worse potential tragedies.

The mourner of zion are comforted and we ask the private mourner to contemplate this notion on
a personal level as well.

Why do we mourn in the opposite order of a private mourner? The necessity to have some
degree of closer vs. Zecher Lachurban.
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It appears that according to the Mechaber, Nachem is recited by all the Tefillot of Tisha B’Av.
Why would the Rema say that it is only said at Mincha, the time in which the Bait Hamikdoesh
began to burn?

The Behag explains why we do not say Anaynu in our Shmneh Esray until Mincha time is
because we may not complete the fast and then we were lying that we were fasting when we may
not. By Mincha, you only have few minutes left, so certainly the fast will be completed.

Or, as we are saying, you can’t say Nachem in the morning when a person is crying
uncontrollably, with their life on the balance. Only after the wrath of Hashem was turned to he
stones and bricks can we receive words of Nechama and recite this Tefillah.

the statement to the mourner too of Hamakom teaches us this as well. You can’t console
someone seconds after the person’s relative died, for they are inconsolable. Only afterwards, by
chatzot when we turn from a nation of hopelessness to a nation of hope. We start with
lamentations, Eicha, Kinot, crying, sitting on the floor. We then afterwards, transform the mood
of the day from Yomay Avaylut to a Taanit Tsibor.
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4 Thus saith the LORD of hosts: There shall yet old men and old women sit in the broad places
of Jerusalem, every man with his staff in his hand for very age. S And the broad places of the
city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the broad places thereof.
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We must be as one to reach this level. We may not deserve it but if we
connect to our Avot, then Hashem will spare us.



